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tion. The group drew upon their own experiences, magazine and
newspaper articles, text and reference books for information.
Observations at the kindergarten covered the handling of tan-
trums, shyness, showing off, sharing of toys, span of interest, and
individual differences, and pupils were impressed by the patience,
understanding, impartiality, and control shown by the trained
teachers.
The pupils made in class oral and written reports of their study,
and assembled scrapbooks on child care.
The compiling of a handbook was undertaken as a class project.
The purpose of the handbook is to promote better understanding
between those employing girls to care for their children, and the
students. The handbook includes a statement of the obligations
of those who hire girls to care for their children, the responsibili-
ties of the girls, and a summary of the class study. The handbook
was left uncompleted by this class with the intention of having
groups studying later in the year contribute to and revise it.
OUTCOMES OF THE EXPERIENCES
Many girls reported changes in their attitude toward children,
saying they were more patient with a child and explained "why"
instead of threatening in attempts to get cooperation.
The girls benefited personally. They characterized some of
their own behavior as childish, and suggested ways of improving it.
Some girls expressed an interest in kindergarten work as a career
because of their experiences with the children and the class dis-
cussions.
The girls' mothers thought that the experience had helped the
girls deal with younger children in the home.
The principals of the schools and the kindergarten teachers re-
ported enthusiastically about the results of the undertaking. Some
of their comments were:
"The girls were more like student teachers than junior high
school girls/'
"The girls were so helpful. Many anticipated a problem and
toot care of it before it developed."
"Why can't we do this all the time?"
"We've tried this with mothers but it did not work. They
were not as intelligent or adult in their attitudes as the girls."